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Massacre of
&z[oom;‘gfinef

By DOUGLAS RYE
A TRIBE of aborigines was
ter district in 1835.
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- | Gloucester and Wingham. The
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massacred in the Glouces-
h .
It was in revenge for

the murder of five con-
vict shepherds on the
property of  Robert
Ramsay McKenzie at
Wattenbakh  on  the
western bank of the
Barrington River, two
miles  from Rawdon
Vale.

There were other tragic hap-
penings on the properties of
the A.A. Company and other
early settlers in the Glouces-
ter and Upper Manning area,
and a number of holdings in
isolated localities were aban-
doned owing to the depreda-
tions of the blacks and the
fear by settlers for the lives
of their families.

OBERT DAW.
SON, the first
Chief Agent of
the A.A. Company, who ex-
plored the hinterfand  be-
tween the Hunter and Man-
ning Rivers 1826, estab.
lished good relations with the
aborigines and was interested
in their welfare. In his book
published in 1831 (with the
somewhat ambigucus title of|
“The Present State of Aus-
tralia”) he devoted consider-
able space to the subject of
their customs.

With the actual occupation
of the land by the &:.A. Com-
pany sand BIREr white settlers
the troubles with the abo-
rigines apparently began, Be-
sides resenting the intrusion of
the whites into their tradi-
tional hunting and  fishing
grounds Binghi soon learned
that the introduced sheep and
cattle provided an easily ob-
tained meat supply, and also
developed a palate for white
men's tucker, which he stole
from the shepherds and set-
tlers’ huts, This pilfering
triggered one of the early
tragedies in the area.
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victim—a native was captured
and executed at Dungog, near
where the present courthouse

stands,
lz say  McKenzie
relinquished his
lease at Wattenbakh shortly
after the murder of his shep-
herds. A younger brother of
the Baronet of Coul, Ross
Shire, Scotland, McKenzie
was colourful  charaeter.
After severe reverses in ' the,
pastoral industry in 1840 he
recovered and went to Queens-
land to live and later entered
into the political life of the
new State. Eventually he re-
turned to Scotland, di
to the Barony of Coul, Yard
and hut posts of the old Mc-
Kenzie homestead were still
visible till 1895, when they
were destroyed by fire, The
lease of 8500 scres at Watten-
bakh (or Cobark) was taken
up by Hooke and Mackay in
1850 after Lord and Mc-
Kenzie's lease had been aban-

doned
The bodies of the mur-
dered shepherds were buried
on a little flat below the
present  Rawdon Vale post-
office. This would be on the
grant to the Florence family,
made in 1829, and would seem
to indicate that it was then!

occupied.
(The writer Is indebted to
Mr. Isaac Moore, of Barring-|
ton, for assistance with hﬁv
torical details in the story.)
——

BOLTING THE
BREAD

JOHANNESBURG. A.AP.-
Reuter. — That ordinarv loaf
ot bread bought at the corner
store can be (ull of sarprises,
When (he wife of Mr, L.
Myroff tried to cut a loaf of
white bread he had bought

OBERT Ram-

a
the

tha

can

sta;
she
nin
anc
pre

k<

acy

con
“Ol

Early in the 1830’s the A.A.
Company established a heifer

she found an inch-long steel
it.

bolt embedded in i

station at Belbora, between)
blacks in due course gave con-
siderable trouble in the way
of stealing from the huts.

To teach them a Jesson
the company's servants went
0 the extreme of leaving
damper poisoned with arsenic
in the huts, with the result
that a number of the abor-

HE massacre of

1835, following the
of five of McKenzie's con-
vict shepherds bv the black-.

After  this  outrage the
natives  divided, one body
moving  south-west __towards

the source of the Gloucester
River and the other section
soing North-west, towards the
Upper Arundel.
Swiftly punitive bands were
organised to hunt the offend-
ing aborigines 3
settlers of Port Stephens, re-
i the small body
of time-expired soldiers re-
tained by the A.A. Companv
went to the sceme.,
When within six miles of
the station.  at Pumpkin
Creek, the soldiers refused to
proceed further, fearing an
ambush, Meanwhile a strong
body of settiers from the Wil-
Jiams and Allyn Rivers struck
out to the North-west, ascend-
ing the Williams
chester Rivers.
the lofty = McKenzie h
land, and located the first
band of fugitives camped on
the northern  face  of the
mountain, on a narrow shelf
above a granite cliff—which
overhung a tangled mass of
bush and vines,
Sileatly —and  surely the
white men laid their plans
and long ere the dawn of
the day the “sleeping camp
was encircled from cliff edge
to cliff edge. Day broke, and
the sleeping blacks awakened
and arose.
Maddened with fear under
the gunfire which followed,
they broke hither and thither
in vain attempts 10 escape
with their lives, 1 3
they turned to the cliff edee
sprang into space, and

On a small plain a mile
west of the present Cobark
Station the Port Stephens men
came in contact with the re-
maining body of natives, but
the fugitives broke and fled
northward to a little flat on
the Bowman River,

the blacks,
afterwards
skeletons dotted the landscape
thereabouts.

The law claimed another!

We offer the Newcastle
Uniter
PATRIS, 2Sth JULY
FAIRSEA, Ist AUG.
HIMALAYA, 1st AU
FLAVIA, Tth AUG.,
CASTEL FELICE, T
SYDNEY, 18th AU
GALILEO, 24th AL
FAIRSTAR, 26th #
ELLINIS, 31st AU
ORCADES, 13th SE!
MARCONI, 21st SE
ROMA, 22nd SEPT.,
PATRIS, 30th SEPT.
HIMALAYA, 14th C
FAIRSEA, 14th OCT
FLAVIA, 23rd OCT.
SYDNEY, 25th OCT.
GALILEOQ, 26th OCT

TERMINATE MEDIT

NEWC,
MANY OTH!
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